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City to host Lean Six Sigma Black Belt cer�fica�on training 

The Danville Office of Economic Development & Tourism, in partnership with GENEDGE, will host 
the Lean Six Sigma Black Belt Cer�fica�on Training (LSSBB) for industrial and commercial 
professionals in the city of Danville and jointly owned industrial parks in Danville and Pitsylvania 
County, beginning March 17, 2025. LSSBB Training equips professionals with the advanced tools, 
techniques, and leadership skills needed to lead impac�ul projects that reduce waste, enhance 
efficiency, and improve quality across opera�ons. 

Each par�cipant will undergo in-depth training over the course of 4 months, with each training 
spanning one week per month, Monday-Friday. Each class will include both lecture and 
simula�on-based exercises to fully engage par�cipants. Classes will be held at The Ins�tute for 
Advanced Learning & Research, 150 Slayton Avenue, Danville. Each class will be scheduled from 
8am-5pm, with Monday classes star�ng at 12pm.    

This training is tailored to provide professional development to those in the manufacturing, 
services, government, educa�on, and healthcare sectors, and other fields. Course topics include 
advanced sta�s�cal analysis, process mapping and improvement, root cause analysis, design of 
experiments, project management for con�nuous improvement, control char�ng, and developing 
effec�ve strategies for sustainable opera�onal excellence. 

By inves�ng in this program, par�cipa�ng organiza�ons can expect to see transforma�ve results 
that resonate beyond immediate opera�ons, fostering a stronger, more resilient local economy 
and a culture of excellence.  

“We are thrilled to provide this professional development opportunity, with funds through the 
American Rescue Plan Act, to not just our local manufacturers, but also to any business located 
within the city of Danville that is looking to improve efficiency in their organiza�on,” says DOEDT 
Assistant Director, Kelvin Perry. “Our office strives to offer relevant trainings to con�nuously 



 

support our large and small businesses. Through this program, we hope to provide an enriched 
learning experience, where each par�cipant can take crucial insights back to the workplace.” 

Once the training is finished, each par�cipant has the opportunity to earn their official cer�ficate 
through Virginia Tech by comple�ng an exam and relevant Black Belt project.  

“Par�cipa�ng in the Lean Six Sigma Black Belt cer�fica�on program is an investment in both your 
career and your organiza�on’s success,” said Cheryl Valen�ne, Regional Growth Manager, 
GENEDGE. “This training equips professionals with the tools to drive efficiency, enhance quality, 
and foster innova�on. The skills gained are not just for immediate projects—they create a lifelong 
impact by cul�va�ng a mindset of con�nuous improvement that benefits companies and 
individuals alike. Graduates of this program o�en become the go-to leaders for solving complex 
challenges, making their mark on their organiza�ons and industries for years to come.” 

"Having taught the Lean Six Sigma Black Belt cer�fica�on course, I can confidently say par�cipants 
will gain more than just a creden�al—they'll walk away with a powerful toolkit for solving real-
world business challenges,” reflects Tony Cerilli, VP Business Services, GENEDGE. “This program 
dives deep into advanced problem-solving techniques, process op�miza�on strategies, and 
leadership skills. By the end of the course, atendees will not only understand how to iden�fy and 
eliminate waste but also how to lead transforma�ve change that delivers measurable results. It's 
a rewarding journey that empowers professionals to make a las�ng impact on their organiza�ons 
and their own careers.” 

Since 1992, GENEDGE has been Virginia’s go-to public resource for helping industry innovate, 
compete, and grow. As a member of the MEP Na�onal Network™ and the lead for Virginia’s 
Department of Energy-supported Smart Manufacturing Accelerator (VSMA), GENEDGE delivers 
high-quality consul�ng, training, and programma�c solu�ons to a market of over 13,844 
companies and 439,848 employees, contribu�ng to 14% of Virginia’s GDP. 

Par�cipa�on is limited. The deadline to register is February 28, 2025. To learn more about 
registra�on and cost, click here: htps://www.discoverdanville.com/lean-six-sigma-black-belt-
cer�fica�on-training/ 

Interested par�cipants can atend a virtual webinar to learn more about the training on 
February 7, from 11:30am-12:00pm. Click here to register: 
htps://us06web.zoom.us/mee�ng/register/SXgFMeYHT6G6ehThkUWu4A  

### 

About the Office of Economic Development & Tourism 
The Danville Office of Economic Development & Tourism recruits and retains businesses for the 
Danville area. The office provides informa�on on available sites and buildings, incen�ves and 
other financial resources and offers a website designed for the business community: 
www.discoverdanville.com.  
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