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City unveils sports tourism strategic plan 
 
The Huddle Up Group, in collabora�on with the Danville Office of Economic Development & 
Tourism, unveiled its research and recommenda�ons for the City’s sports tourism strategic plan 
on July 25. Through the crea�on of a strategic plan, or "playbook", the regional tourism brand, 
Visit SoSi, aims to strengthen its posi�on among sports tourism des�na�ons in the region and 
develop a framework for its marke�ng efforts.  
 
The project kicked off in September of 2023, in which the Visit SoSi team completed the Sports 
Tourism Index, a first-of-its kind tool developed to help des�na�ons benchmark and evaluate their 
posi�on in the sports tourism market against regional and na�onal standards. In November, the 
Huddle Up Group presented its goals for the strategic plan through a Sports Tourism Strategic 
Planning Mee�ng at the Ins�tute for Advanced Learning & Research.  
 
The strategic plan development process included phone interviews, electronic surveys, an in-
person market visit in November, and site visits of 27 sports and event venues, including: Angler's 
Park, Averet University, Ballou Park, Dan Daniels Park, George Washington High School, Hargrave 
Military Academy, the Ins�tute for Advanced Learning and Research, Olde Dominion Agricultural 
Complex, Smith River Sports Complex, and VIRgnia Interna�onal Raceway.  
 
“Throughout the process, we have seen great par�cipa�on from not only the staff at Visit SoSi, 
but also from stakeholders throughout Pitsylvania County,” says Jon Schmeider, Founder and 
CEO, Huddle Up Group. “With that level of coopera�on, the Danville area is in a great posi�on to 
solidify itself as a strong sports tourism des�na�on. We believe it is within the power of the 
community’s sports stakeholders to capture more opportuni�es in the sports tourism market 
while also enriching the lives of its ci�zens.” 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Formed in 2012, the Huddle Up Group is a sports tourism, marke�ng, venue, and event consul�ng 
company, based in Phoenix, Arizona. The consul�ng firm has experience in working 
with volunteer boards, donors, elected officials, hospitality community leaders, and various 
corporate partners.  
 
 “This is an exciting time for Danville and the entire region,” says Danish Saadat, Virginia Tourism 
Cooperation, National Sales & Marketing Manager. “With the strategic plan provided by The 
Huddle Up Group in collaboration with the Danville Office of Economic Development & Tourism, 
Danville will be able to make calculated decisions to become a serious player in the sports tourism 
market. Sports tourism in 2022 accounted for nearly 8% of Virginia's overall visitor economy, 
directly contributing $2.4 billion in visitor spending, while generating a total $2.7 billion in direct 
spending. That spending was driven by 12.1 million sports travelers who participated in 
tournaments or attended other sports related events in Virginia.” 
 
To view the final strategic plan, click here: https://www.visitsosi.com/sports/sports-strategic-
plan/.  
 
 
 

### 
 
About the Danville Office of Economic Development & Tourism 
The Danville Office of Economic Development & Tourism is responsible for leading the city of 
Danville’s tourism efforts by branding and promo�ng the city and Pitsylvania County to  
differen�ate it from other regional compe�tors through adver�sing, promo�ons, trade events, 
and visitor experience ini�a�ves to s�mulate economic growth for the region. To learn more 
about the Visit SoSi brand and regional atrac�ons, visit htps://www.visitsosi.com/.  
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